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Overview
A number of new to Ajax developers have asked how to run a report from an ASP screen.  The zip that accompanies this doc contains an Ajax Order Entry add-on that demonstrates one way to do this.

This update was developed in VDF-16.0 using Ajax 2.2.

Installation

Extract the zip into the VDF 16.0 Ajax Order Entry example workspace.

When the contents of the zip are extracted, be sure and use the “Use Folder Names” option to put everything where it belongs.  Two new folders, “VRW Reports” and “AppHtml\Output_Files” will be created.
Open the Ajax Order Entry workspace in the Studio and add the VRW library to the workspace.

Recompile and run the Ajax Order Entry example and choose “VRW Orders List” from the reports menu.  All entries can be left blank to see all records, or enter dates and/or customer to see filtering in action.
Since VRW is not a product written specifically for the Web, the report output will first be to disk in the form of a PDF, CSV or PNG file depending on what is selected.  Report output will be to the AppHtml\Output_Files directory because a file that is to be shown in an ASP page needs to be able to be found by the browser when it comes time to render it.  If a physical location on a hard drive is specified, even on the server, most likely a browser at a workstation will never be able to find it.  File locations must be specified in terms of the virtual directory so one logical place for the output directory would be below the virtual directory.
Once the report has been run you will be prompted to show PDF or PNG output in an ASP page.  
If you open the output file, be sure and close it before rerunning the report or any changes will not be seen because an open file cannot be overwritten.

AjaxSampleVRW.vrw

The scope of this example is to demonstrate how to call a report from ASP, not to show a pretty report, so this one is very basic.  
VRWOrders.wo 
There are two important sections in the report, the filters in OnInitializeReport and outputting the filed in DoRunReport.  The filters can be developed in VRW itself and transferred here with appropriate changes.  In this case date filters have been included because they are the most difficult.  DAW parsing has been used so hopefully this will work with other date formats such as European, but this has not been tested – only US at this point.  To use European the date mask in VRWOrders.asp would need to be changed at a minimum.
The PDF output options need to be in the order shown in the function.  As the notes say, if changed, runtime errors may be encountered.  All of the “output” code comes directly from the help.
VRWOrders.asp

If you’re planning on working in Ajax, learn some JavaScript!  And, always keep in mind that JavaScript is case sensitive – and this will bite you many times anyway.

The primary functionality here is oVdfCall which sends a SOAP message to the back end to run the report.  A value can be returned via a specified method, in this case “theReportReturn”.  For PDF and PNG files the file name is returned to the current ASP page so the file can be shown in a new page if desired.  A few lines of JavaScript are used to prompt the user and show the file.
A test for both dates was added to make development a bit easier but may not be applicable to your situation.  You can run the report with no dates or both dates.
vWin32fh
This package was included only to check the format of the psHome folder – to be sure it’s got a trailing backslash.  If you aren’t familiar with the package, it’s got a bunch of very useful Windows API functions.  You can use DF functions for much of this but they don’t provide return values so you never know if one of them has failed or not.  

Available on vdf-Guidance.com – Check there for the latest version.

